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John Scudder is this w
eek’s host. H

is guest today is R
obert L. B

utler,
M

ayor of M
arion, IL. M

ayor B
utler w

ill have m
any w

ords of w
isdom

for all of our club m
em

bers.

N
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eek’s P
rogram

Steve Shafer w
ill be next w

eek’s program
 host. H

is guest w
ill be Lee

C
risp of Pepsi M

idam
erica C

o.  O
ur R

otary C
lub B

oard is also plan-
ning a short press conference before the start of the program

.
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     T
he R

otary C
entennial C

om
m

ittee continues to w
ork on bringing

the A
m

phitheater Project to reality. T
he M

arion R
otary C

lub B
oard

of D
irectors recently approved starting construction as soon as w

eather
and scheduling perm

its. T
his w

ill allow
 the club to build the A

m
phi-

theater during the sum
m

er construction season. W
e still need contri-

butions to bring our project fund up to our goal.

     Today is “A
ll Fools D

ay” or, as it is know
n in the U

.S., “A
pril Fools

D
ay.” In 1564, K

ing C
harles IX

 of France decreed that w
ith the adop-

tion of the G
regorian calender, N

ew
 Year’s be m

oved from
 A

pril 1st to
January 1st. T

hose w
ho refused or forgot w

ere ridiculed by being sent
foolish gifts and invitations to nonexistent parties. T

he butt of such a
prank w

as know
n as a “poisson d’avril.”  O

ver a period of nearly tw
o

hundred years, the practice of playing such jokes spread from
 France

to E
ngland to the U

.S.
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C
entennial P

roject Fund C
ash &

 P
ledges U

pdate

$32,804.71

      A
 little boy, w

ho w
anted $100.00 very badly, prayed for tw

o w
eeks

but nothing happened. T
hen he decided to w

rite G
O

D
 a letter re-

questing $100.00.
     W

hen the postal authorities received the letter to G
O

D
, U

.S.A
.,

they decided to send it to the President. T
he President w

as so im
-

pressed, touched, and am
used that he instructed his secretary to send

the boy $5.00. M
r. President thought that this w

ould appear to be a
lot of m

oney to the little boy.
     T

he little boy w
as delighted w

ith the $5.00 and im
m

ediately sat
dow

n to w
rite a thank you note to G

O
D

 that read: D
ear G

od, T
hank

you very m
uch for sending m

e the m
oney. H

ow
ever, I noticed that for som

e
reason you had to send it through W

ashington, D
.C

., and, as usual, those
JER

K
S deducted $95.00 for taxes!

O
n T

hursday, A
pril 15, 2004 at 7:00 p.m

., Sandy M
ortim

er w
ill present

at the M
H

S A
uditorium

. “Ireland: C
eltic M

yths A
nd Splendors”
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